
Register for Summer Camps! 
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You are invited to join us for this awesome, family friendly event on Saturday, May 11! Those who would 
like to get some exercise & see a different view of our camp grounds can join us for our 5k trail race or our 1 
mile run/walk at 10am. We’ll have free open house & campfire lunch afterwards– we hope you’ll join us for 
all or part of our annual spring Open House! Click here to learn more about the 5k, fun run or open house.   

Online registration is open for our Summer Camps! Send your campers to our dynamic summer 
camping programs-- camps are focused on spiritual formation, building genuine community, and pro-
viding safe spaces for character development in our children and teens.  Click here for information, 
to download camp brochures, or to register online. Don’t wait too long— camps are filling up!  
 

God Seekers Camp: June 5-7 (For campers entering grades 1-3) 
Youth Camp: June 10-14 (For campers entering grades 7-12 & 2013 grads) 

Faith Adventure Camp: June 17-21 (For campers entering grades 4-6) 
Music and Drama Camp: June 24-30 (For campers entering grades 5-10) 

Adventure Canoe Camp: July 22-28 (For campers entering grades 9-12 & 2013 grads) 

http://birchwoodcamp.org/2013/04/2013-open-house/
http://www.birchwoodcamp.org/camps
http://birchwoodcamp.org/2013/04/2013-open-house/


Miles & Motor homes Needed for Summer Staff 

Each summer Birchwood Camp  welcomes summer 
staff  & volunteers from across Alaska and from the 
lower 48; this year we have summer staff traveling 
from Georgia, Texas, West Virginia, and Montana (to 
name a few)! These vital members of our staff team 
support our summer camp programs and camp opera-
tions during the busy summer months.  

We are seeking donations of airline miles to help off-
set the cost of plane tickets to Alaska, which are usu-
ally quite expensive. If you have unused miles that 
you’d like to donate, please contact us (907.688.2734 or email); your gift will be tax -deductible.!  

We are also in need of two or three motor homes/RVs that can be used to house our interns and summer staff 
during the month of July. One is also needed for the first half of August. Our staff housing on camp is very limited 
during July due to the large number of community groups using the camp... all the more reason we'd like to have 
more staff around to help! Please contact our office if you have a motor home or RV that we could borrow.  

Become a Counselor or a CIT (Counselor in Training) 

You can't have summer camp without counselors! Consider volunteering 
as a camp counselor for a session at Birchwood Camp this summer 
(camps vary in length). As a counselor you will have the priceless oppor-
tunity to have a positive impact on the life of a child or teen. Counselors 
often find that they grow immensely and are rewarded tremendously 
through the experience. Plus... counselors receive 50% off their child's 
camp fee as a thank you for volunteering.  
 
Counselors must be at least 18 years old and attend a training meeting 
prior to the camp season. Counselor training sessions are scheduled for 
the following dates at the Birchwood Camp Lodge: Saturday, May 11 
(1:30-3:30pm) and Saturday, May 25 (10am-Noon).  

Click here if you are interested in learning more or applying to be a 
counselor.  

We are also accepting applications for CITs (Counselors in Training) for 
those between the ages of 16 and 18. This is a great leadership opportu-
nity for teens.  CITS also earn 50% off their own camp fees for the camp 
of their choice. The one day CIT training event is scheduled for Monday, 
June 3 and all CITs must attend.  

Click here for more information about the CIT program or to apply.  

Support our Summer Season  

tel:%28907.688.2734
mailto:director@birchwoodcamp.org
http://birchwoodcamp.org/camps/counselor-information/
http://birchwoodcamp.org/get-involved/cit-program/


IT’S EASY TO GIVE! YOU CAN MAKE A 
SECURE CREDIT CARD DONATION ON 
OUR WEBSITE!! Look for “Donate to 
Camp” on the left side of the page. 
Checks are always welcome as well.  

How to Support Birchwood Camp 

Give the Gift of Camp 

Alaska residents can 
share a portion of  

their PFD with  
Birchwood Camp 

through Pick. Click. Give.  

CURRENT WISH LIST: 
Birchwood Camp is in need of the following new or gen-
tly used items. This list is always changing, but you’ll 
always find the current version on our website. Please 
contact our office if you have something to donate.  
  
 Canoe paddles 
 A riding lawn mower 
 Exterior rocking chairs for Fireweed Hall’s deck 
 New or gently used adult sized life jackets 
 Arts & craft supplies (please call for specifics) 
 Small tractor with front end loader & PTO drive 
 A new AED (Automated External Defibrillator) 
 A new gas range for the Birchwood Camp 

kitchen 
 Your unused air miles to help transport our in-

terns and summer staff to Alaska 
 1/2″ Magnum Hammer Drill (Milwaukee; model 

#5370-6) 

Consider making a planned or estate gift to  
Birchwood Camp. Contact us to find out how  

to leave a faith-filled legacy. 

You can support  
Birchwood Camp 

through the United 
Methodist Advance: 

Project # 931068  

This is a great time of year to make a gift to the Bruce Roberts Memorial Scholarship Fund at Birchwood 
Camp or to the scholarship fund at your local church. We've already had many scholarship requests and ex-
pect to have many more as families register for summer camp in the coming weeks. 
 
Our scholarship fund was created and named in memory of 
long time camp supporter and Board member Bruce Roberts. 
We are thankful for the dedication of those, like Bruce, who 
have made camp possible in the past. We are also grateful for 
those who continue to make camp possible for today's chil-
dren and youth; folks like Lonnie & Adrianna Brooks who are 
challenging their congregation at East Anchorage UMC to give 
$1500 for camp scholarships this year. Lonnie & Adrianna 
have generously agreed to match what their congregation 
gives towards scholarships. Their creative generosity will give 
the camp experience to many children & youth who would not 
otherwise be able to attend camp. We challenge you to con-
sider how you can help give the gift of camp!  
 

Click here to learn about giving or to make a 
donation online. 

http://www.birchwoodcamp.org
http://birchwoodcamp.org/2012/09/wish-list/
http://birchwoodcamp.org/get-involved/support-and-sustain/
http://birchwoodcamp.org/get-involved/support-and-sustain/


Rasmuson Foundation Grant 
Birchwood Camp is pleased to announce that we 
have received a generous grant from the Rasmuson 
Foundation for a new boat dock for Psalm lake!  
If you have been out to camp during the last couple 
summers you know that our boat dock was in drastic 
need of an upgrade. This grant has allowed us to pur-
chase a new floating dock system which will be safe 
and muskrat proof (those little guys burrowed in to 
the floats on our old docks).  
 
We look forward to installing the boat dock after the 
lake breaks up this spring and putting it to use this 
summer! Thank you to the Rasmuson Foundation for 
their generous support of Birchwood Camp!! 

Pick. Click. Give. Update 
The unofficial tallies are in...48 generous donors gave 
$5200 to Birchwood Camp through Pick.Click.Give. in 
2013!! To those who shared part of their dividend 
with us, thank you! In October the state of Alaska will 
release donor information to us for all donors who 
opted to share their name & contact informa-
tion,  and we will have the opportunity to formally 
thank you for your support.  For now, and for all 
those who chose to remain anonymous, please ac-
cept our gratitude! Your gifts will support quality 
Christian camping opportunities for the children and 
youth of Alaska– providing safe spaces for character 
development, nature exploration, community build-
ing and spiritual growth. Click here to read more.   

Join us for our Spring volunteer day as we prepare the camp for the summer season. Lots of helpers are needed to get 
things de-winterized and ready for camps! We need people of all skill levels, and families are welcome if kids want to 

work alongside their parents. Please let us know you are coming so that we can have enough lunch for everyone!    

Noteworthy News 

http://www.rasmuson.org/
http://www.rasmuson.org/
http://www.pickclickgive.org/
http://birchwoodcamp.org/2013/04/pick-click-give-thanks/


BIRCHWOOD  CAMP  SUPPORTERS 
Advance Special, Group & Individual Gifts (Includes In Kind Gifts): 9/20/2012 to 4/10/2013 

Gifts by Individuals
Abigail Newbury, Aimee Rathbun, Al & Judy Kline, Alan Dennis, Ann Larabee, April Morrisett, Barbara Fulton, Benee Braden, Beth & 
Richard Northrup, Betsy & Shawn Mcgrew, Betty Burke, Bill & Kelly Dau, Bruce & Diane Shellenbaum, Camilla Ringler, Carlo & Radie 
Rapanut, Cathy & Chris Barnes, Charles & Janet Brower, Christine Bennett, Christine & David Duprow, Connie & John Quinley, Con-
stance Walz, Dale Ogden, Dave Wilson, Dave & Kim Beckett, David & Aleen Fison, David & Carol Ann Miller, Dave & Kim Kobersmith, 
Deanne & Doug Handlong, Debbie Pintsch, Deb & Mike Weesner, Deedee Jonrowe, Dennis & Susie Holway, Donna Matthews, Doro-
thy Geiser, Dorothy Roberts, Drew Lemish, Ed & Elizabeth Ripley, Ed & Patricia Sweezey, Eleanor Franke, Emma & Marshal Maggard, 
Emmaus Finau, Erin & Matt Narus, George & Sondra Shepherd, Helen Edwards, James & Lynn Louk, Jane & Dick Smith, Janet Ulrich, 
Jay & Elizabeth Allison, Jeanette Brooks, Jenny & Aaron Smith, Jimmy Shaw, John Braden, John & Barbara Shaffer, Joyce Hughes, 
Joyce del Rosario, Judy & Bob Smith, Karen & Lee Thompson, Kathryn Merrill, Kathryn Ozlowski, Kyle Weinzirl, Lee Ann Wohlge-
muth, Leif Lidin-Lamon, Leslie Kramer, Leslie & Terrence Alvarez, Linda Williams, Liz & Brent Hoffman, Maggie & James Campbell, 
Margie & Rich Runser, Mark & Karen Burch, Martha Kober, Megan & Jonathan Wohlers, Melinda & John Meyn, Mike Stratton, Paula 
Johnson, Rebecca Roberts, Reed & Laura Lahrson, Richard Frey, Rita &  Barry Lovett,  Robbie & Marianne Robinson, Robert & Jossie 
Turner, Robert & Lynn Hallford, Robin & David Bassett, Rose Mcclean, Sandra Anderson, Sandra & Nathan Woods, Stephen & Marie 
Sweezey, Susan Williams, Teri & Shane Inch, Tresa & Jerome De La Cruz, Tricia Saulnier Littlejohn, Vera Moore, Virginia Levy, Von & 
Jan Cawvey, Fran Lynch, Walt Hays & JoAnn Shore. 

Gifts by Organizations & Churches
Alaska United Methodist Conference, Alaska Vacation Homes, Alaskan Host B & B, Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Chu-
giak HS Swing Choir, Conoco Phillips Alaska Inc., Conoco Phillips Matching Gifts, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, Eagle Quest Cabins & 
Lodge, East Anchorage United Methodist Church, Grassroots Fair Trade Store, Great Harvest Bread, North Broadway United Meth-
odist Women, Northern Frontier Men's Retreat, Rasmuson Foundation, St. Andrews Catholic Church, St. John United Methodist 
Church, St. Peter the Fisherman United Methodist Church, Steelfab, Sullivan's Steak House, Turnagain United Methodist Church, 
United Methodist Church of Chugiak, Wharton United Methodist Church, Willow Air Service. 

WINTER VOLUNTEERS  & STAFF :  THANK  YOU! 
Aaron Smith, Alan Dennis, Bailey Brawner, Benee Braden, Berneita Norris, Betsy McGrew, Betty Burke, Brent Hoffman, Carlo Ra-
panut, Charles Brower, Courtney Darnell, Dan Lush, David Beckett, David Duprow, Debbie Pintsch, Diane Shellenbaum, Doug Hand-
long, Drew Lemish,  Ellen Franklin, Emily Ripley, Fran Lynch, Jenny Smith, Jeremy Beckett, Joan Stassel, John Abernathy, John 
Quinley, Joyce del Rosario,  Joyce Hughes, LeeAnn Wohlgemuth, Leif Lidin-Lamon, Leslie Alvarez, Liz Hoffman, Marie Sweezey, Mark 
Burch, Meghan Dau, Nancy Lance, Nathan Woods, Rachel Myers, Radie Rapanut, Robin Bassett, Ron Myers, Ryan Beckett, Sandra 
Nerlfi, Sandra Woods, Stephen Sweezey, Von Cawvey, Zack Rutherford. Thanks to the numerous unnamed volunteers from the com-
munity who helped clear trees late into the fall and winter.  

Thank You to our Board of Directors: Aaron Smith, Benee Braden, Dan Lush, David Duprow, Doug 

Handlong, Joyce Hughes, John Quinley, Jun Lagon, Mike Stratton, Nathan Woods, and Radie Rapanut.  

*Please contact our office in case of error or omission from these sections.  We will make sure to publish it correctly in the next newsletter. 

Our Prayers & Praises  
 For the three VIM work teams that will be travelling to 

Birchwood Camp this summer to be in mission with 
us. Prayers of thanks for their desire to serve and 
prayers for safe travel, safe work & the ability to ac-
complish many projects together. 

 
Praises:   
 For awesome programs during our fall & winter 

(Young Adult Retreat & Winter Youth Break-Away). 
 For the volunteers who cut down, cleared & moved 

trees during the fall & winter following September’s 
windstorm.   

 For all those who give generously to Birchwood Camp 
with their gifts of service, money, time & talent. 

 For our dedicated Board of Directors.  

Prayers: 
 For continuing gifts to our Bruce Roberts scholarship 

fund so that all children may be able to attend camp.  
 For our needs to be met this summer for staff hous-

ing, airline miles and more.  
 For the campers that will attend our programs this 

summer. That their lives will be shaped, that their 
faith will be deepened, that their perspectives will be 
widened.  

 For dedicated volunteers to fill the open seats on our 
Board of Directors. 

 For our staff, volunteers, deans, interns & counselors 
as they prepare mentally, physically and spiritually for 
the upcoming summer camp season. For safe travels 
for all those coming from outside Alaska.  



Birchwood Camp Open House 
May 11, 10am-1pm 

 

Counselor Training Session 1 
May 11, 1:30-3:30pm 

 

Spring Volunteer Day 
May 18, 10am-4pm 

 

Counselor Training Session 2 
 May 25, 10am-Noon 

 

CIT (Counselor in Training) Orientation 
June 3, 9am-5pm 

 

God Seekers Camp  
June 5-7 

 

Youth Camp  
June 10-14  

 

Faith Adventure Camp  
June 17-21 

 

Music and Drama (MAD) Camp  
June 24-30 

 

Adventure Canoe Camp  
July 22-28 

Like us on Facebook! 
Facebook.com/BirchwoodCamp 

Birchwood aBuzz is  
published by  

BIRCHWOOD CAMP  
Building Community  

On Common Ground 
 

PO BOX 670049  
CHUGIAK, ALASKA 99567 

Phone/fax (907) 688-2734  
www.birchwoodcamp.org 
info@birchwoodcamp.org 

Marie Sweezey, Camp Director  
Stephen Sweezey, Program Director/ Camp Manager 

Joyce Allegra del Rosario, Office Manager 
Berneita Norris, Food Service Manager 
Liz Hoffman, Reservations Coordinator 

Liz and Brent Hoffman, Camp Hosts 
 

If you wish to be removed from this mailing list  
please contact the camp office. 

Upcoming Events: 


