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next newsletter. Birchwood Camp will be participating in 
the Pick Click Give program again in 2013. 
 

CampInTouch: Connect with Birchwood 
This year Birchwood started using a wonderful new online 
registration program called CampMinder. One of the great 
features of this program is the online community it pro-
vides for all of you camp supporters out there.  
 

Once you create a CampInTouch account with us, you can 
log in see to photos, read news articles and connect with 
other Birchwood supporters, volunteers, parents & 
alumni.  If you receive Birchwood a-Buzz via email, you 
already have a Birchwood CampInTouch account. You 
just need to visit our website, enter your email, and it will 
prompt you to create a password. Once you’ve logged in, 
please explore, update your contact info (this will help us 
keep our records current), and keep in touch with us!  
 

This is a new system to all of us, so please don’t hesitate 
to contact us if you have any difficulties with or questions 
about creating your Birchwood CampInTouch account.  

YAR (Young Adult Retreat) 2012 
All young adults in their 20s & 30s are invited to YAR on 
October 26-28, 2012. Enjoy this weekend away making 
new friends, eating great food and discussing your faith. 
Attendees will share bonfires, great food, games, wor-
ship, hot chocolate, great discussions about unique young 
adult issues, pumpkin carving and down time. Bring your 
kids! There will be childcare for portions of the weekend 
and plenty of time to be together as a family.  The retreat 
begins at 6pm on Friday and will wrap up at 10am Sun-
day. Online registration is open for the retreat; Click here 
for registration and more information.  
 

Thanks to Pick Click Give Supporters! 
In October the State of Alaska will release donor names 
and information for those who gifted some of their PFD 
to Birchwood Camp through Pick Click Give. We will also 
receive an official total of donations that were made 
through this program. Thanks in advance for your gener-
osity, and we look forward to recognizing your gifts in the 

You are invited to attend our annual celebration and fundraiser on Sunday, October 28, 2012 in the 
Main Lodge at Birchwood Camp; funds raised will support our camp scholarship fund and building 
upkeep. The open house & silent auction will begin at 4:30pm, with dinner & program to follow at 
5:00pm. The live auction will take place after din-
ner. Don’t miss this event! We already have great 
line up of auction items– click here for a list of 
auction items.  
 

There is no charge to attend but seating is limited; 
please RSVP to the camp office (907.688.2734).  
 

Also, we are seeking donations for the silent and 
live auctions. Items will be collected through Oc-
tober 20th; please email the camp director if you 
would like to donate something.  

What’s Happening at Birchwood? 
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One of my favorite things about summer camp in general, and Birchwood Camp in particular, is that people can be 
themselves here. We work hard to create an environment where every person— camper or staff— feels welcome 
and included. We strive to be an engaging community where people feel comfortable being themselves and feel em-
powered by discovering who God wants them to become.  
 

I pray that you have experienced this unconditional sense of belonging... the power of being surrounded by people 
who love, care and support you. For many, a sense of belonging is a rare occurrence. Our society can be competitive, 
polarized, judgmental and unfair. Our days can be filled with stress, abandonment, pain, bullying, loss, fear, and self-
doubt. Even though I wish it weren’t the case, many of our campers experience these things too.  
 

This is why camp is an irreplaceable experience for young people. There is something about camp that draws people 
together. At camp we experiment with what it means to live in Christian community, to treat others how we want to 
be treated. I tell my summer staff during training that they have the incredible opportunity to shape the camp com-
munity into the world they want to live in. For these short summer months we devote ourselves to creating a safe, 
healthy, warm and caring environment for our campers. Unlike the world, camp is a “controlled environment” where 
we can be intentional about how we build community and the standards we set for the community we will live in.  
 

The result of this intentional community building is beautiful. Birchwood Camp is a place where people— both camp-
ers and staff— discover God’s calling for their lives. Birchwood is a place where honest conversations take place.  As 
one of our counselors shared: “Our family group felt they formed a new way of talking about their faith and making 
their religion their own. I truly saw seeds being planted and plants growing in new ways.”  Birchwood is a place 
where campers from Willow, Palmer, Anchorage, Nome, Chugiak and even Seattle can come together as new friends; 
they can learn the things they have in common and learn to value the things that make them unique. Birchwood is a 
place where people can be silly, have fun, learn, play, perform, grow, and even struggle, knowing that those around 
them will support and embrace them for the people they are and the people that they will become.  
 

I hope the campers and staff won’t be too mad at me for sharing the precious pictures below. They are, well, abso-
lutely silly. But as they say, a picture speaks a thousand words. These are the faces of joy— joy because of belonging 
to an accepting, caring community. A community that loves you, even when you are being absolutely silly.  
 

Peace and Grace,      
Marie Sweezey, Camp Director 

Summer Camp Report 



IT’S EASY TO GIVE! YOU CAN MAKE A 
SECURE CREDIT CARD DONATION ON 
OUR WEBSITE!! Look for “Donate to 
Camp” on the left side of the page. 
Checks are always welcome as well.  

How to Support Birchwood Camp 

Notes from September 
Windstorm Report 
Birchwood Camp suffered heavy tree losses from a wind-
storm that passed through the Anchorage area on Sep-
tember 4.  Winds of 80-100 mph were recorded; the camp 
lost power for three full days. We estimate at least 100-
200 trees were lost around camp, and that only takes into 
account areas of camp that we use (on the trails, the chal-
lenge course and in the heart of camp). Click here to see 
some photos of the aftermath.  
 

Despite the excessive tree damage brought on by this se-
vere storm, we recognize that the camp is very fortunate. 
Damage to buildings and structures was minimal, and the 
onsite staff was unharmed. That storm was followed by 
about two weeks of heavy wind and rain, and the camp 
fared very well during the subsequent storms. In addition, 
we have been blessed with countless volunteers who have 
helped to fall trees, cut up down trees, and move wood 
and brush. Well over 300 volunteer hours have been given 
towards the clean up effort so far. We have certainly felt 
the strength and blessing of community through this time. 
 

Thanks for your prayers, support and service thus far.  We 
still have work to do; contact us if you’d like to volunteer.  

Remembering Fred McGinnis 
Dr. Fred McGinnis was instrumental 
in the beginnings of Birchwood 
Camp. Fred was Superintendent  of 
the Alaska United Methodist Confer-
ence when the land was purchased 
for Birchwood Camp in 1958; he and 
Rev. David Blackburn scouted the 
land and decided that it was the per-
fect place for a Methodist Camp.  We are grateful for his 
vision and work to make Birchwood Camp the special 
place it is and has been for so many people over the years.  
 

Fred passed away on September 2, 2012 in Austell, GA at 
the age of 91. At the request of Fred’s family, Birchwood 
Camp has set up a memorial fund honoring Fred’s legacy. 
Gifts in memory of Fred will support the completion of the 
downstairs of Fireweed Hall, our new building. In this way, 
we can continue to build and grow the camp that Fred 
helped create.  Gifts can be sent to the camp office or 
made by credit card from our website. Please note “In 
honor of Fred McGinnis” when you make your gift.  
 

Click here for Fred’s Anchorage Daily News obituary.  

Alaska residents can 
share a portion of  

their PFD with  
Birchwood Camp 

through Pick. Click. Give.  

CURRENT WISH LIST:  
Birchwood Camp is in need of the following new or gen-
tly used items. This list is always changing, but you’ll 
always find the current version on our website. Please 
contact our office if you have something to donate.  
  

 A riding lawn mower 
 A new or gently used vacuum cleaner 
 A gently used comfy office chair 
 A small fire-proof safe 
 One or two high chairs 
 Canoe paddles 
 New or gently used adult life jackets 
 Assorted Arts & Craft Supplies (please call 

for specifics) 
 Small tractor with front end loader & PTO 

drive 
 Fireweed themed art work for in the inte-

rior of the new Fireweed Hall 

Consider making a planned or estate gift to  
Birchwood Camp. Contact us to find out how  

to leave a faith-filled legacy. 

You can support  
Birchwood Camp 

through the United 
Methodist Advance: 

Project # 931068  
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BIRCHWOOD  CAMP  SUPPORTERS 

Advance Special, Group & Individual Gifts (Includes In Kind Gifts): MAY 1 to SEPT 20, 2012 
 

Gifts by Individuals Barb Krafft, Cathy and Chris Barnes, Connie and John Quinley, Jane and Richard 
Smith, Jeanette Legenza, Jen and Steven Wing, John Braden, Jossie and Robert Turner, Judy and Al Kline, Karen and 
Mark Burch, Kathryn Ozlowski, Pam and Joe Hendrickson, Robin and David Bassett, Sandra and Nathan Woods, Susie 
and Dennis Holway.  
 

Thanks to all who donated through Pick Click Give this year! The State of Alaska will release donor information to us in 
October and we’ll have the opportunity to properly thank you in the next newsletter. 

Gifts by Organizations & Churches Alaska United Methodist Conference, Anchor Park 
United Methodist Women, Claremont UMC (California), Conoco Phillips Matching Gifts, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, 
Faith UMC (Ohio), Faithworks Mission team (Arizona), Northern Frontier Men's Retreat, Pine Forest UMC (Georgia), 
UMC of Chugiak. 

SUMMER & FALL VOLUNTEERS  & STAFF :  THANK  YOU! 
Aaron Smith, Al Kline, Alan Dennis, Alex Ozlowski, Alonda Elliott, Anchor Park UMC ‘Church is a Verb’ team, Benee 

Braden, Berneita Norris, Beth Northrup, Betsy McGrew, Betty Burke, Brent Hoffman, Carly Payne, Charles Brower, Chris-

topher Steppe, Claremont UMC VIM team, ConocoPhillips Alaska ‘Day of Caring’ team, Courtney Darnell, Dan Lush, Dar-

rell Stephens, David Beckett, David Duprow, Diane Bunch, Drew Lemish,  Ed Sweezey, Elizabeth Galles, Elizabeth Wilkin-

son, Ellen Franklin, Emily Ripley, Faithworks Mission Team, Fran Lynch, Frank Fish, Gail McGreevy, Holly Boothe, 

Jeanette Legenza, Jenny Smith, Jeremy Beckett, Joan Stassel, John Quinley, Joseph Rutherford, Joyce del Rosario,  Joyce 

Hughes, Judy Kline, Judy Martin, Karen Burch, Kathy Ozlowski, Kurt Schaaf,  LeeAnn Wohlgemuth, Leif Lidin-Lamon, Les-

lie Alvarez, Lindsay VonTish, Liz Hoffman, Marcia Mason, Marie Sweezey, Mark Burch, Marlise James, Matt Spence, 

Meghan Dau, Nancy Amos, Nancy Lance, Nate Schlimgen, Nathan Woods, Pine Forest UMC VIM team, Radie Rapanut, 

Richard Northrup, Robin Bassett, Ron Myers, Ryan Beckett, Sandra Nerlfi, St. John UMC Youth Group, Stephen Sweezey, 

Susan Dunlap, Thad Saunds, Thea Crawmer, Theresa Feighery, UMC of Chugiak ‘Church is a Verb’ team, Von Cawvey. 

Thank You to our Board of Directors: 

Aaron Smith, Benee Braden, Charles Brower, Dan Lush, David Duprow, Fran Lynch, Joyce Hughes, John Quinley, LeeAnn 

Wohlgemuth, Nathan Woods, Radie Rapanut, Ronald Myers and Von Cawvey.  

*Please contact our office in case of error or omission from these sections.  We will make sure to publish it correctly in the next newsletter. 

Our Prayers & Praises  
 For the volunteers that are creating a new Birchwood 

sign on the road into camp and a sign for Fireweed Hall 
 

 Prayers: 

 For continuing gifts to our Bruce Roberts scholarship 
fund so that all children may be able to attend camp  

 For those who will be attending Young Adult Retreat in 
October or Winter Youth Breakaway in January 

 For those who have already started planning for next 
summer’s camping programs 

 For people who would like to serve on our Board of 
Directors, as we have many directors who will be rotat-
ing off the Board this year 

Praises:   

 For the many volunteers and staff who made summer 
camps meaningful, safe and fun 

 For another summer with great camper enrollment and 
many campers who were new to Birchwood 

 For wonderful work teams who helped us complete 
many great projects around camp and on Fireweed Hall 
this summer 

 For a growing number of year round guest groups and 
the opportunity to provide ministries of hospitality 

 For the small amount of building/property damage 
from the terrible storms that came through AK this fall; 
the damage could have been so much greater 





 

YAR (Young Adult Retreat)  

For adults in their 20s & 30s and their families 
Online registration is open for this event 

October 26-28, 2012 
 

Annual Meeting, Dinner & Auction 
4:30pm, October 28, 2012 

 

Winter Youth Break Away 
For students in grades 6-12 

Online registration will open November 1 

January 2-5, 2013 
 

God Seekers Camp  
 For students entering grades 1-3 

June 5-7, 2013 

Youth Camp  
For students entering grades 7-12 

June 10-14, 2013 

 

Faith Adventure Camp  
For students entering grades 4-6 

June 17-21, 2013 

 

Music and Drama (MAD) Camp  
For students entering grades 5-10 

June 24-30, 2013 

 

Adventure Canoe Camp  
For students entering grades 9-12 

July 22-27, 2012 

Like us on Facebook! 
Facebook.com/BirchwoodCamp 

Birchwood aBuzz is  
published by  

BIRCHWOOD CAMP  
Building Community  

On Common Ground 
 

PO BOX 670049  
CHUGIAK, ALASKA 99567 

Phone/fax (907) 688-2734  
www.birchwoodcamp.org 
info@birchwoodcamp.org 

Marie Sweezey, Camp Director  
Stephen Sweezey, Program Director/ Camp Manager 

Joyce Allegra del Rosario, Office Manager 
Berneita Norris, Food Service Manager 
Liz Hoffman, Reservations Coordinator 

Liz and Brent Hoffman, Camp Hosts 
 

If you wish to be removed from this mailing list  
please contact the camp office. 

Upcoming Events: 

http://www.birchwoodcamp.org/camps

