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October 20: Annual Dinner & Auction
Everyone is invited to our annual dinner and auction, to be held in the Main Lodge at Birchwood Camp on Sunday, October 20, 2013. This event is a ton of fun and is an important fundraiser for Birchwood Camp. This year the funds raised
will go towards completing the lower level of Fireweed Hall. Our Board of Directors has decided to put water & restroom facilities in Fireweed Hall, much to the delight of many of our guests
and campers. This will involve an extra cost, but we believe it is the right
move for Birchwood Camp’s ministry now and in the future. One of the
Board’s goals this winter is to raise the funds to pay for the lower level of
Fireweed Hall, including the addition of plumbing, so that construction can be
completed in summer 2014. As with the upper level of Fireweed Hall, we plan
to complete construction without taking on any debt. The Annual Dinner and
Auction will be our first step in getting lower Fireweed Hall paid for.
Don’t have a lot of money to spend on auction items? That’s okay! The other
purpose of our annual dinner and auction is to celebrate the year of ministry
together. We’ll hear about camp programs, highlights from the year, recognize volunteers & retiring Board members, and welcome new Board Members.
Please join us and bring a friend! The silent auction will open at 4:30 pm with a delicious dinner to follow. We’ll have a
short presentation during dinner, followed by the live auction. Child care will be provided in Caribou Cabin for the little
ones that might not want to sit through the auction. There is no charge to attend but seating is limited. Please contact
our office by email or telephone 907-688-2734 or to coordinate your auction donation or to RSVP for the event.

Upcoming Camp Programs
Our Young Adult Retreat is a weekend for people in their 20s
& 30s to get away from busy lives, make new friends, eat great food
and grow in faith. We’ll enjoy bonfires, delicious meals, games, worship, hot chocolate, great discussions about unique young adult issues,
pumpkin carving and down time. Bring your significant others, families,
kids! There will be childcare for portions of the weekend and plenty of
time to be together as a family. The retreat will begin at 6 pm on Friday
and will wrap up around 10 am on Sunday morning.
Visit www.birchwoodcamp.org/camps for fees, more information and
online registration for the Young Adult Retreat.
All students in grades 6-12 are invited to our Winter Youth Break-Away on December 27-30.
This camp includes four days full of sledding, friends, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, delicious food, broom ball,
worship, games, snow shelter building, crafts, a sweat-prayer experience in our sweat lodge, ice skating, and more!
Campers will have the opportunity to build community, make new friends, try new winter activities, experience different and unique worship styles and have some fun during their winter break! Online registration for Winter Youth
Break-Away will open on November 1, 2013. More information is online at www.birchwoodcamp.org/camps.

Counselors are Key to Summer Success
Each year we rely on dozens of local volunteers and summer staff to serve as counselors for our United
Methodist Camping programs. Our policy, following Safe Sanctuaries and the requirements of the American
Camp Association is to have a minimum of two counselors for every cabin. With the younger campers we
always try to have three counselors per cabin, since these campers tend to be less independent. Being a
counselor can be a tough job, as it requires being there for the campers almost 24 hours a day. But it is also
one of the most important and rewarding jobs. Without counselors, we can’t have camp! Not only that,
campers regularly report how counselors have positively shaped their experience at Birchwood Camp in
small and large ways. Here’s what our campers had to say this summer:

My counselor: Helped me with the talent show • Helped me in to a canoe • Gave me bug
spray • Sang until we fell asleep • Helped me when I got upset and had a problem • Helped me
to have fun • Helped me when I was sad • Helped when I felt homesick• Helped my cabin group
with our questions and allowed us to be open with each other • Made sure everything was safe
and fun • Helped me through stage fright • Taught me a lot about God • Was an amazing storyteller • Helped me realize I should let God take control of my life • Helped me go to sleep on
time • Helped me learn trust • Was a good friend and a good listener • Helped me open up •
Helped me feel welcome • Was there when I had question or needed help • Made me laugh
It’s easy to see that counselors at Birchwood
Camp are invaluable to their campers in all
sorts of ways. A funny thing happens when
people decide to serve as a camp counselor.
They hope to make a difference in someone’s life, and as these camper comments
show, they do! But counselors also come
away from the week of camp with the feeling
of gaining many things and growing personally. As Saint Francis of Assisi tells us "it is
in giving that we receive." Here’s what some
of our counselors got out of their experience
at Birchwood’s summer camps this year:

Things I gained as a counselor: I made
lifetime memories & many friends • I
learned that I love kids and their
happiness made me happy • I discovered new ways to be a leader • I learned patience • I gained
a better understanding of what God is doing in my life • I enjoyed hearing the campers be so
open with each other during worship; it challenged me to be open too • I gained spritual
renewal, rest & resurrection. The best part was: Getting to know each camper • Seeing growth
in the campers• Learning how to love the kids more • Getting to be a positive influence in the
kid’s lives • Being able to help kids try new things and watch them grow • Connecting with the
campers on a deeper and broader level • Watching kids grow a genuine faith in Jesus Christ •
Being a kid’s hero and role model • Knowing I was doing God’s work
A million thanks to all those who served as counselors this summer! Is God calling you in 2014?

A Camp Dean’s Perspective: Space Matters
I recall meaningful moments of worship at Birchwood as a young camper. Echoes of “Awesome God” floated
through the birch trees by the campfire. Walking around the lake led me to worship God in nature. Our cabin
gathered around a table to serve each other communion on the last night in the Lodge.
There’s something sacred about the space at Birchwood Camp. Whether it’s Caribou, a cabin, the lodge or
the ball field, countless memories have been made in these spaces. It was a joy to be present at the dedication of Fireweed Hall and hear dreams lifted up for things that might happen in that new space. Then I had
the privilege to dean Faith Adventure Camp the first summer Fireweed Hall was open. We walked in and
wondered how we might use the space to honor God and connect with campers. What if we used it for evening worship instead of the Main Lodge? We decided to try it and the outcome has been God-orchestrated.
Campers are asked to remove their shoes before entering Fireweed Hall. This is holy space. Because it’s
different space from the rest of their day, campers are
able to focus in a meaningful way. Experiential prayer
stations are well received by Faith Adventure and
Youth campers. Teens can jump, shout and sing at the
top of their lungs in Fireweed Hall. We’re able to use
media in effective ways. Lit candles help quiet and focus our hearts.
We acknowledge that God is present in every area of
our lives. But there’s something holy about setting
aside space to connect with God and each other. I’m
so thankful for the hours, volunteer teams and fundraising that went into Fireweed Hall. A lot of campers
and counselors have connected with God in that
space and I am thankful!
-Rev. Jenny Smith (Birchwood Camp alumni, Faith Adventure Camp Dean 2011-2012, Youth Camp Dean 2013)

Volunteers Make Camp Work!
It’s amazing how much is accomplished by our dedicated volunteers! Here are a few of the great projects
completed by local volunteers, summer volunteers from out of state and mission teams this year:
 Sleeping cabin upgrades: The railings and decks on five of the six sleeping cabins were rebuilt & upgraded. We even added a ramp to Cabin 2, which means all our cabins are now wheelchair accessible!
 Fireweed Hall: We hung a beautiful sign handmade by Al Kline, Betsy McGrew & Gayland Wohlgemuth.
Wiring work was completed on the upper level. We installed
siding, insulation & a vapor barrier on lower Fireweed Hall.
 Sourdough Cabin “facelift”: Rotten logs on the lower part
of the cabin were replaced. A new roof was installed which
has an extended the roof line and improved insulation.
 Windstorm clean up (continued): Minor repairs were completed on several structures that were damaged in the September 2012 storm. Our crews completed a LOT of tree removal, brush removal and firewood splitting. The camp
trails are now clear of trees!
 Other repairs & upgrades: Volunteers completed extensive
gravel work & trail maintenance around camp, including
spreading wood chips to our challenge course. Others did lots of deep cleaning & organizing. Others create new signs for the grounds. One team remodeled the office to create better office/house separation
for our Directors. Other volunteers created a new & improved horseshoe pit.
...The list goes on! Thanks to all those who volunteered at Birchwood Camp this summer!

Summer 2013: Look What God is Doing!
What an incredible summer we had at Birchwood Camp! Our theme this year was “All Things New: Look
What God is Doing!” God has indeed been doing great things among us:


Our United Methodist sponsored summer camps had excellent attendance, with campers coming from many locations across Alaska. Several
camps had waitlists, and the ones that didn’t were nearly full.
 Our Youth Camp put extra emphasis on service this year— the campers
completed several major projects around camp including re-purposing the
old boat docks into new viewing decks near the swimming area. In addition,
the teens raised over $1200 to stamp out malaria in Africa.
 We had a tremendous group of interns from all across the country on
staff with us this summer who brought fresh leadership, energy & creativity
to Birchwood Camp.
 Birchwood had a successful visit with the American Camp Association
(ACA) in June; the visit takes place every three years and is required to
maintain our accreditation with ACA.
 We had the best, warmest summer weather we’ve had in Alaska in
years, which was a treat!
The most rewarding part of the summer was watching our campers discover who they are and what God is
doing in their lives. At the end of each week, we ask our campers what they have learned about themselves
and/or God. It’s always a pleasure to see how camp has made a difference in their lives: It may be a teen
who is struggling through a tough time who learns that “sometimes that mountain you’ve been climbing is
just a grain of sand.” Or it may be a camper who learns for the first time that “being a part of community is
important,” and “that everybody has an important part in the world.” It may be a camper who gains an important perspective, like knowing “when sad things happen, God will help you through.” Or it may be a
camper who experiences a calling towards discipleship, who learns “to trust God and to let myself be shaped
into something better.”
These are only a few examples. I praise God for the many ways the Holy Spirit is at work at Birchwood Camp!!
-Marie Sweezey, Camp Director

How to Support Birchwood Camp
IT’S EASY TO GIVE! YOU CAN MAKE A SECURE
CREDIT CARD DONATION ON OUR WEBSITE!!
Look for “Donate to Camp” on the left side of
the page. Checks are always welcome.
You can support
Birchwood Camp through the
United Methodist Advance:
Project # 931068

CAMP WISH LIST:
Birchwood Camp is in need of the following new or gently used items. This list is always changing, but you’ll
always find the current version on our website. Please
contact our office if you have something to donate.



Thank you to those who gave generously through Pick
Click Give in 2013! We won’t be participating in the Pick
Click Give program in 2014, but we invite you to continue giving generously to Birchwood Camp. Consider
supporting a favorite item on our wish list!






New or gently used life jackets (adult and child
sizes are needed)
Canoe paddles (all lengths)
A new gas range for the Caribou Cabin kitchen
Arts & craft supplies (please call for specifics)
Small tractor with front end loader & PTO drive
A new AED (Automated External Defibrillator)

Thank you for supporting Birchwood Camp!
Advance Special, Group & Individual Gifts (Includes In Kind Gifts): 4/11 to 9/16/2013
Gifts by Individuals:

Adam & Jennifer Koplin, Al & Judy
Kline, Benee Braden, Betty Burke, Carla & David Wight, Cathy &
Chris Barnes, Cindy & Russ Kirkham, Clara France, Connie & John
Quinley, Cora Lee Webb, Craig & Sarah Smith, Dan & Margaret Lush,
Dave & Jan Wachsmuth, David & Judith Dyrenforth, Dawn & Jesse
Richardson, Deanne & Doug Handlong, Dina Russ, Dorothy Roberts,
Ed & Birdie Gohr, Eleanor Franke, Gail Dudley, Jane & Jerry Bedwell,
Jay & Cathy Clements Hermanson, Jeanette Legenza, Jeannette &
Ken Courser, Karen Dammann, Kate & Andy Bartel, Kathy Ozlowski,
Keith Matthews, Ken Pendleton, Kim Whitaker, Kirk & Janis Baldwin,
Lannis Haldeman, Leasi Mana, Lee Zuver, Leslie & Terry Alvarez,
Makeleta Berry, Mark & Karen Burch, Mary McCormick, Meagan
Parker, Meg & Eric Goosman, Michael Todd, Mike Woodyard, Nancy Mattson, Nell Mitchell, Nick Brawner, Nikki & Ben
Schneider, Rachel & Michael Knapp-Morse, Robbie Robinson, Robin & David Bassett, Ruth Catalano, Sandra & Nathan
Woods, Shauna Beard, Stephanie & Jeff Lentfer, Steve & Marie Fried, Susan Williams, Susie Dosik, Teri & Shane Inch,
Timothy & Sheila Miller, Von & Jan Cawvey, Wade & Jenn Falk.

Gifts by Organizations & Churches:

Alaska United Methodist Conference, Anchor Park UMC, Central
UMC (SD), Chaz Mechanical LLC, Claremont UMC (CA), Conoco Phillips Alaska Inc., Conoco Phillips Matching Gifts, Faithworks (AZ), St. John UMC Anchorage, United Methodist Church of Chugiak.

OUR AWESOME SUMMER
VOLUNTEERS & STAFF :
Adam Koplin, Al Kline, Ally Brawner, Amanda
Bruner, Amara Meierhoff, Andy Bartel, Barbara
Bryant, Barbara DuBois, Barbara Ellingson,
Berneita Norris, Betsy McGrew, Betty Burke, Billy
Martin, Brenda Briggs, Brent Hoffman, Carlo Rapanut, Carolyn Harrington, Ches Chesbro, Clark
Briggs, Cory Alverts, Courtney Darnell, Dan Lush,
Dave Wachsmuth, Deanne Handlong, Dennis Holway, Dorothy Goodman, Doug Handlong, Drew
Lemish, Ellen Franklin, Emily Goodrum, Erin
Switzer, Fred Oslund, Gabe Sayers, Gary Ellingson,
Genaro Cordova, Glen Allen, Helen Anders, James
Wendland, Jan Glines, Janet Allen, Janis Baldwin,
Jeanette Legenza, Jennifer Falk, Jennifer Koplin, Jennifer Youngberg, Jenny Smith, Jeremy Beckett, Jerry Korn, Jessie Herring, Joan Stassel, Jonathan Arriaza, Joyce del Rosario, Judy Kline, Karen Hull, Kate Bartel, Kathryn Cordova, Kathy
Ozlowski, Ken Youngberg, Kenneth Brown, Kirk Baldwin, Kris Roehrig, Kyle Roehrig, Lannis Haldeman, Lee Zuver, LeeAnn
Wohlgemuth, Leha Manderson, Leif Lidin-Lamon, Lindsay Von Tish, Liz Hoffman, Lucille Brumbaugh, Madeline Youngberg, Marian Brown, Marie Sweezey, Mark Burch, Meagan Parker, Michael Miller, Nancy Eastman, Nancy Goodman,
Nancy Lance, Nicole Rueb, Patricia Adler, Pedro Serrano, Radie Rapanut, Richard Tipping, Robbie Robinson, Robin Bassett, Roger Reiners, Ron Harrington, Sandra Nerlfi, Sergei Lovett, Shane Inch, Shannon Weaver, Sharon Rhodes-Wickett,
Sheila Miller, Stephen Sweezey, Susan Nay, Susie Holway, Teri Parker, Timothy Miller, Wade Falk, Wayne Eastman, William Austin, Zack Rutherford, Zechariah Millette.

Thank You to our Board of Directors: Aaron Smith, Benee Braden, Dan Lush, David Duprow, Doug Handlong,
Joyce Hughes, John Quinley, Mike Stratton, Nathan Woods, Nora Ortiz Fredrick and Radie Rapanut.
*Please contact our office in case of error or omission from this sections. We will make sure to publish it correctly in the next newsletter.

Upcoming Events:
Annual Dinner & Auction
Sunday, October 20, 2013
Young Adult Retreat
October 25-27, 2013
Winter Youth Break Away
December 27-30, 2013
Youth Camp
June 2-6, 2014
God Seekers Camp
June 11-13, 2014
Faith Adventure Camp
June 16-20, 2014
Music and Drama (MAD) Camp
June 23-29, 2014
Adventure Canoe Camp
July 28-August 3, 2014
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Marie Sweezey, Camp Director
Stephen Sweezey, Program Director/ Camp Manager
Joyce Allegra del Rosario, Office Manager
Berneita Norris, Food Service Manager
Liz Hoffman, Reservations Coordinator
Brent and Liz Hoffman, Camp Hosts

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/BirchwoodCamp

If you wish to be removed from this mailing list
please contact the camp office.

